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AFRICA CRISIS--CONTINUED 


In the June Newsletter we wrote, "1960 will 
be remembered in many parts of Africa as the year 
of decision.” How tragically true these words 
would be, we then had no idea. Independence in 
Congo has misfired badly, and the country has thus 
far avoided complete chaos only by a narrow mar- 
gin. Since, within the limits of these pages, we 
cannot give you any complete account of the Congo 
crisis and our Christian involvement in it, we 


are sending you under separate cover the Sep- 
tember 19, 1960, number of Christianity and 
Crisis which contains a major article on Congo. 


So much attention has been focused on Congo 
that we forget that fifteen other countries in 
Africa are coming to independence this year. In 
most of them the change is taking place smoothly 
and effectively. Careful advance preparation, 
the existence of a corps of experienced African 
leaders and civil servants, and continuing mu- 
tual good will between the new country and the 
former administering power have paved the way. 
It is not boasting to say that in every such 
instance persons of strongly Christian motiva- 
tion have served at many points to help bring 
about these conditions. The tragedy of Congo is 
that even with a tremendous outpouring of 
Christian effort through the years a sufficient 
degree of mtual confidence between Congo and 
Belgium did not exist, opportunities have not 
been provided for Congolese to become experi- 
enced in policy-making or administration and 
that by political mischance decision-making 
powers of fearful magnitude were vested in a 
person incapable of exercising them responsibly. 
_ The lessons of Congo have not been lost on 
other countries in Africa. Social segregation is 
crumbling in Northern Rhodesia, together with 
restrictions on the use of land. Constitutional 
changes in East and Central African countries 
are giving Africans greatly increased political 
powers. Government policies in South Africa are 
coming under more and more critical review. In 
every African country leaders of the Christian 
churches are asking themselves with new serious- 
ness whether the churches are adequately dis- 
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charging their responsibility to warn the body 
politic of approaching danger while there is yet 
time to make ready for it. 

In the countries that have become free the 
Churches face tremendous new challenges both to 
witness effectively to the responsible use of 
freedom and to share in the immense task of 
nat ion-building. 

The national Christian councils are helping 
the churches move forward together. Kenya in 
the East and Nigeria in the West have developed 
wide-ranging programs, led by specialized staff. 
Training in Christian citizenship, the task of 
the urban church, Christian marriage and family 
life, and religious broadcasting are among their 
developing fields of interest. 

The International Missionary Council stands 
behind these councils and all the others in this 
varied service. From mid-September to mid- 
November, 1960, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin will be 
traveling with Dr. Donald M’Timkulu, Secretary of 
the All-Africa Church Conference, in West, Central, 
Southern and Eastern Africa. They will hold a 
series of consultations to consider the meaning 
of the universal call to Christian witness in 
today’s world and in the African context. No 
visit could be more timely. 


ST. ANDREWS 


Members of the Administrative Committee who met 
for the summer meetings in August at St. Andrews 
must be confirmed in their impression that the 
climate in Scotland is bracing. In reply to the 
invariable question posed by local shopkeepers, 
“How do you like St. Andrews?” one visitor re- 
plied, “I must come back some summer and tell you.” 

From a bedroom window in Hamilton Hall we looked 
out with profound admiration upon hardy Scots 
starting off on the famous golf links under the 
shelter of an umbrella, while others on the beach 
braved the cold water of the North Sea in swimming 
suits. But the warmth of the welcome and the fel- 
lowship at St. Andrews more than compensated for 
the disappointing summer. 


EDINBURGH 1910 COMMEMORATION 


In our previous Newsletter of June reference 
was made to the 50th anniversary of the famous 
1910 Edinburgh Missionary Conference that marked 
the advent of the new ecumenical era. It remains 
to report that the commemoration reached an im- 
pressive climax on August 14th at St. Giles G- 
thedral, Edinburgh, where a solemn service of 
worship and thanksgiving was held. It was at- 
tended by church leaders from many countries with 
full local support and was graced by the presence 
of the Queen Mother. The two speakers were Dr. 
W. A. Visser’t Hooft, W.C.C. General Secretary, 
and Bishop Chandu Ray of Pakistan. It was fitting 
that Dr. J. H. Oldham (aged 84), who was the 
organizing secretary of the 1910 Conference, 
should be present and take part in the service by 
reading the New Testament lesson. 


INTEGRATION OF 1|.M.C. AND W.C.C. 


Concem with the proposed integration natu- 
rally dominated the meetings. It was plain, if 
only by the spate of mimeographed material 
placed in the hands of committee members, that 
a great deal of preparatory work had been done. 
This material was repeatedly revised in the 
light of consultation in gd hoc committees, the 
Joint Committee, and the Administrative Com- 
mittee. 

The Ad Hoc Committee of representatives from 
the I.M.C. and the Department of Evangelism was 
marked by great unity of mind and augurs well 
for the future. Here are extracts from its 
report: 

“We believe that in the act of integra- 
tion of the I.M.C. and the W.C.C., we may 
see the gracious hand of God leading us 
into the next phase in the life and wit- 
ness of His Church. The setting of this 
life and witness is in a new kind of 
world where the missionary concern cannot 
be separated from any other aspect of the 
Church’s life, where every Christian and 
every congregation is involved in a mis- 
sion which is world-wide in character.” 

“Great changes may not happen immedi- 
ately upon integration, but the occasion 
of integration ought to be taken to re- 
affirm the need for flexibility and to 
consider carefully the direction in which 
changes should go. We believe that the 
experience of working together between 
the Third and Fourth Assemblies will en- 
able the newly integrated Council to recog- 
nize the changes to which the Holy Spirit 
is leading us. 

“This may involve a certain shifting of 
functions on the part of the various Divisions. 
There is thus a need to define with as much 
sharpness as possible the specific task as we 
now see it which belongs to the Commission and 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism, so 
that this may be used as a criterion in evalu- 
ating any suggested changes.” 


The report then dealt with principles affecting 


policy, the structure of the Division and Commis- 


sion, and outlined the principal tasks and program 


for the next few years, including special projects. 


Careful attention was given in another group to 


procedure for collaboration of the Division of 
World Mission and Evangelism and the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, the 


specific focus of the former being “to further the 


proclamation to the whole world of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the end that all may believe in 
Him and be saved.” 

As Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft later remarked, “There 
is a danger that W.C.C. should make Unity an end 
in itself, but with integration nobody can forget 
the Mission of the Church.” 

The resolution proposing integration with 
W.C.C. was unanimously adopted by the Administra- 
tive Committee. The plan will now be submitted 
for final endorsement and unless vetoed within 
six months by six national councils, will be 
finally approved. 


LOOKING TO NEW DELHI IN 1961 


It is thus expected that the last meeting of 
the I.M.C. Assembly will take place in New Delhi 
just prior to the meeting of the World Council. 
draft report to the Assembly was reviewed and 
generally approved. 


liminary way to arrangements and agenda. There 


P= 


ee ee ee ee a 


Attention was given in a pre- 


are two verses of Scripture that occur fairly close 


prophet Isaiah: 
“Remember ye the former things of old... 
“Remember ye not the former things, neither 
consider the things of old. Behold, I will 
do a new thing...” 43:18, 19. 


In the second verse the prophet conveys the 
thought that the mighty works of the past will be 
forgotten in view of a still greater divine act. 
Those of us who have been privileged to be as- 
sociated with the I.M.C. will ever remember its. 
work with joy and gratitude. “Remember ye the 
former things of old.” But we may well believe 


that the second verse is also God's word for us at 


this time as the beloved initials “I.M.C.” become 
changed to “D.W.M.E.” (Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism) within the World Council. 
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For our 


God is not only the God of yesterday, but of today E 


and tomorrow, and can accomplish even greater 
things through our organization if only we are 
humble, obedient ond faithful. 


THE |.M.C. PROJECTS FUND 


The Administrative Committee of I.M.C. has au- 
thorized the officers to secure financial support 
for a consolidated list of approved undertakings. 
This is intended to replace frequent appeals to 
Christian councils and boards of missions for 
particular objects. Such appeals, however urgent 


and justified, are often embarrassing because they 


in hand a limited number of undertakings. 


| dertaking. 


do not fit into the long-term process of planning 


and budget-making. It is hoped that a more sys- 
tematic presentation will help to assure regular 
support. At the same time the Fund includes a 
discretionary reserve, so that unforeseeable new 
needs may be met without delay. 


This Fund is not large because the Council tries 
to avoid permanent involvement in a long-term un- 
It is concerned rather with change. As 
the world situation changes, it tries to be alert 
to what is happening, to sense the implications for 


the churches and for the witness of the Gospel, and 
_ to stimulate fresh patterns of action. 


Research, 
experimentation, and the sharing of creative ideas 
are its special contribution to the Christian 
movement. Hence, at any one time, the I.M.C. has 
Its 
responsibility is to carry these forward to the 
point where it becomes clear whether they are 
useful and important or not. If they are, other 
agencies take them up; if not, knowledge and ex- 
perience have been gained. 

At the present time, the Project list includes 
the following items: 


1. Projects in the realm of study 1960 1961 
a. Studies in the life and growth 
of the younger churches $4,500 $4,500 
b. Study of the Theology of 
Mission 7,900 7,500 
c. Centers for the study of 
non-Christian religions: 
Central Fund 3,000 3,000 
2. Regional Developments 
a. East Asia Christian 
Conference 17,800 28,800 
b. All-Africa Church Conference 6,000 12,000 
(special asking for 
Secretary's house) 5,000 
c. Pacific Conference 2,800 2,800 
| 3. Program Development 
a. Islam in Africa 4,906 4,200 
b. Christian Home and 
Family Life 5,000 5,000 
A, I.M.C. Standing Committee 
on the Ministry 10,000 15,000 
d. Exchange of personnel 
2 and special visits 2,900 2,000 
4. Discretionary Reserve 9,500 10,000 
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WITNESS VERSUS PROSELYTISM 


_ For several years a commission embracing repre- 
“sentation of W.C.C. and I.M.C. has been trying to 
establish the line of distinction between legiti- 


mate Christian witness and improper proselytizing 
activities which are “a corruption of witness. 
Witness is corrupted when cajolery, bribery, undue 
pressure or intimidation are used — subtly or 
openly — to bring about conversion.” 

The commission report, adopted at St. Andrews, 
outlines acceptable standards of practice and 
recommends them to the churches. The first prin- 
ciple is: 

“Respect on the part of churches in the 
Council for the convictions of other churches 
and help for each other to ‘rise above our 
respective shortcomings’ through frank theo- 
logical exchange, common worship and mutual 
service. ‘When in exceptional cases private 
or public criticism of another church seems 
to be required of us, we first examine our- 
selves... always to speak the truth in love 
to the edification of our churches.’ ” 

Another commission, working on issues 
field of religious liberty, declared: 

“*It is an essential characteristic of 
the gospel that God Himself does not use force 
to win our allegiance. 

“When either the state or society uses force 
in matters of religion, it denies its own nature 
under God.” 

““The use of coercion by the churches 
under any circumstances, is an adulteration 
of the Christian witness--direct denial of 
principles fundamental to the Christian 
faith. 

““"In particular, we must oppose any ec- 
clesiastical institution which seeks to 
avail itself of political power to enforce 
religious uniformity, or to claim for its 
own advantage any compulsion which may be 
exercised by civil authorities.’” 
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"FRONTIER INTERNSHIPS" IN MISSION 


Ecumenical youth conferences in Europe and the 
United States during 1960 have resulted in student 
concern to discover meaningful and effective ways 
of Christian witness in today’s world. Students 
have asked how the Church may present the Gospel 
of Christ in more relevant ways on today’s fron- 
tiers of racial tension, technological develop- 
ment, uprooted peoples, new nationalism, modern 
secularism, the university world, the appeal of 
Communism, and the need for responsible states- 
manship. 

A plan for “frontier internships’ 
has come from these conferences and been pre- 
sented both to the Administrative Committee of 
the I.M.C. at St. Andrews and to the General Com- 
mittee of the World Student Christian Federation 
meeting at Salonika. The proposal calls for small 
ecumenical teams of carefully selected people to 
engage in Christian witness of study and action 
in a particular frontier for two to three years. 
Sharing a common discipline and a subsistence 
standard of living, the team would seek to reach 


out and witness to their total local environment. 
The interns would try to share their understand- 
ing of the Mission of the Church with church men- 


in mission 


bers by participating in the life of local con- 
gregations. An experienced person in each situa- 
tion will counsel the team and help them relate 
to on-going work of the Church. The initiative 
to begin such a project, however, will be the 
responsibility of the churches or national 
Christian councils. 

Pilot projects and interns will be sought in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America as well as in 
North America and Europe so that the internship 
program will be genuinely ecumenical, interna- 
tional, and reciprocal among the churches. 

As a result of Administrative Committee ap- 
proval of this proposal the New York and London 
staff, in collaboration with the W.C.C. and the 
W.S.C.F., will work for the beginning of a few 
experimental projects within the next year. This 
will be a new venture for the I.M.C. and it is 
hoped that the pilot projects may help the 
churches understand more clearly the Church's 
task in serving and witnessing to the world. 


T.E.F.C. NEWS 


Approximately $1,000,000 for the advancement 
of theological education in Africa and Asia was 
recently set aside by the Theological Education 
Fund Committee, which is comprised of elected 
members from fourteen countries situated in seven 
geographical areas. Grants were allocated to 
institutions in Africa, India, Japon, Taiwan, and 
Indonesia. In each case the payment of these 
grants is conditional upon the seminary’s fulfill- 
ment of certain conditions, including the raising 
of additional funds through local sources. 


i 


Among those authorized in Africa was a grant 
of $100,000 for the development of a theological 
school at university level in the Congo as “an 
act of faith in the future of the Christian Church 
in the Congo and a reaffirmation of the need for 
the Congolese ministry.” 


In addition, the Committee confirmed grants for 


the purchase of library books amounting to ap- 
proximately $200,000 distributed among 213 theo- 
logical schools in Africa, Asia, Latin America 
and the Southwest Pacific. 
didates for the ordained ministry of the Younger 
Churches will select books from A THEOLOGICAL 
BOOK LIST of over 5,000 titles which has recently 
been prepared with collaboration of an interna- 
tional panel of scholars. 

Further steps were taken by the Committee to 
advance the Text Book program. The aim of this 
large and important undertaking is to help pro- 
vide more adequate theological literature in the 
main languages of theological instruction in the 
Younger Churches. 

The Theological Education Fund announces the 
appointment of Dr. James F. Hopewell as Associate 
Director in succession to Dr. Charles W. Forman. 
Dr. Forman returns to full-time teaching at Yale 
Divinity School, but will continue his associa- 
tion with the Fund as an Honorary Consultant. 

The Fund also wishes to announce the removal 


of its offices on September 9, 1960, to Room 1730, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N.Y. 


envelope is enclosed for your use.) 
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This NEWSLETTER has acquainted you with the important work of the International 
Missionary Council and some of its financial needs. 
this particular time would be of great encouragement to us. 


A contribution from you at 
(A self-addressed 


A school training can- 


Oe ee EEE ee 


ee ee a ee ee 


a 


> 


INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 


475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. 
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TO FRIENDS OF THE INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL: 


We are sending you herewith a copy of the issue of Christianity 
and Crisis for September 19, 1960, with the thought that you may be 
interested in the article on Congo which begins on page 128. 


This article is an attempt to summarize the inner nature of the 
Congo crisis and the heavy weight of responsibility that devolves 
uoon the Protestant Churches at this hour. The nature of this re- 
sponsibility is outlined in the closing paragraphs (page 132). 


In an article of this kind one could not, of course, spell out 
the way in which these tasks are being undertaken. But every one 
of them is being carried forward energetically, even in the midst 
of continuing political confusion. 


Although some of the missionary societies working in Congo have 
tended to hold aloof from the ecumenical movement, in this crisis we 
are all working together as a team of Christian brothers meeting a 
common task with a common obedience to our Lord. The international 
contacts of the International Missionary Council are particularly 
valuable at this point, since missionary agencies based in Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark, Great Britain and Canada, as well as the United States, 
are serving the Congo; and since churches in many other countries will 
want to share in emergency relief and help. 


Contributions to the International Missionary Council for the 
maintenance of its work are always welcome, and are tax deductible. 


We take no responsibility for the other articles appearing in 
this number of Christianity and Crisis. We had no advance information 
as to what would be appearing concurrently with the Congo article. At 
the request of the editors we enclose subscription cards for the use 
of any who may wish to receive this journal regularly. 


Sor e W. Carpenter 
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